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Austria's reality, and what followed it was the dream of an autocrat that the will of the dynastic house must prevail and the will of the people bend before it. What was throttled in Kremsier returned again and again during the next seventy years as the leitmotiv and tragic chorus, until it finally became the issue of the Great War." *
(h)  CAUSES OF THE DEFEAT
The more conscious we are of the intrinsic merits of the Kremsier constitutional compromise,2 the more insistently does the question arise why it was defeated, not merely for a moment, for such a victory can be achieved by armed power in any country, but for a period long enough to make a return to it impossible.3
The first fundamental fact for us to notice is that the compromise itself proved possible only in the declining phase of the Revolution, for not till then did all the parties feel the danger common to all holders of general liberal tenets, and more important than the antagonisms which divided Liberals of various nationalities. That they could do so, at least at that stage, proves that the German and Czech Liberals of 1848-9 were sincere, unlike for example the Magyar upper-class revolutionaries who, in order to win over Western sympathies, played with liberal phrases without offering to sacrifice any of the traditional Magyar claims to dominate the cc inferior races ". The inevitable result in Hungary was that even the absolutist Hapsburg Emperor seemed to the non-Magyars a liberator as compared with the Magyar parliamentarians.4 In 1849 Hungary was so important in Austrian politics that by inviting their own defeat the Hungarian revolutionaries ensured that of Austrian constitutionalism.
But the German-Austrian Liberals themselves also proved unable to compromise with the Czechs so long as they had a reasonable chance of conquering the Hapsburgs. The Viennese insurrection of October 1848, in support of the Hungarian struggle for independence, was certainly a fine demonstration of inter-national solidarity, but a Viennese insurrection in support
.   x Tschuppik, op. cit., p. 21.
2 I am speaking, of course, not of details, such as the preference for Counties as the basis of self-government rather than larger national units of a federation, as advocated in the earlier projects of Palacky and the German Left.    These shortcomings, if such they were, could easily be corrected in due course, once a tradition of inter-national cooperation had begun.
3 See below, pp. 192-3.                             4 Renner, op. cit, (1906), p. 36.